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grandparents, but I doubt yéry much whether the hupfan condition has changed at all.
We all have the same basj a living honestly, of how to relate
lovingly to our family afd friends, and how to be/a good person in a hard, unrelenting

today. We knOw that in different peri
out. Life is constantly in flux, but it
d qu Vb {
Rosh Hashonna's etk roclaims that everything is ever-new and always the
same. It allows us to make new beginnings around old problems. This probably explains
why the Hebrew word Shanna means not only year but also to repeat and to change and
also to learn. Change and repetition constantly intertwine in life. All of us attack life’s
basic problems, though, from our own vantage point. We all look at life’s basic problems
and remember where we were when we first began to grapple with them. Our memories,
our past experiences still shape us and choose for us our tactics in trying to solve life’s
problems. That causes us to remember the hard times we had in the past, the close
escapes we endured, the instruction we received, the temptations we overcaimne, etc.
When we see life, we see it through the prism of our memories.

ays gravitates around the same problermns.

That’s also why Rosh Hashonna is known as Yom Hazikaron, the Day of Remembering.
We once again gird ourselves to grapple with life’s problems, to make new beginnings, to
resolve to act better morally and spiritually in life’s situations, but we still see life
through our own past experiences.

On the holiday of Rosh Hashonna, we read about the Akedah. We learn how Abrgham
was told by G-d to take his son, Yitzchak. Abraham thought he was commanded to
sacrifice him. G-d, though, did not saf’ sacrifice him, buf bring him up; lift him up. In
this Torah portion, we read how Abraham also takes two other boys with him but not to
lift up. These boys go only part of the way and are told to remain while Abraham and his
son, Yitzchak, go on. The Torah mentions specifically that Abraham and Yitzchak, the

two of them, went together. They went together, Bt ifywu notice when Abraham returns
to the two boys who were left behind, the Torah dogs not say that he and Yitzchak

returned, but only that Abraham returned. Abraham ang Yitzchak confronted the same
problems to ether, but they chose different paths to solvd them. Abraham names the
place of the binding of Yitzchak “in this mountain G-d wi
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Before the Akedah, G-d blessed Abraham that his children would be as thestars-efthe
_ hewwempand a blessing to the nations. This same blessing is repeated after the Akedah.
Why should Abraham receive the same blessing after the Akedah as he received before
the Akedah?

The answer, to my mind, is that now Abraham knows from experience that this blessing
will be fulfilled. Abraham knows that G-d will be seen because his son, Yitzchak, is
struggling with the same basic problems of life as he had. He is struggling to make life
more moral, more compassionate, and more just, even though he was now using his own
path to accomplish these goals. Yitzchak did not share Abraham’s past. He did not look
at life through Abraham’s prism, but he shared Abraham’s goals. Because of this,
Abraham was confident that his work would continue, even though his son had chosen a
different path.

Let us all hope and pray that as this new year dawns that all of us will be blessed to ksnow

that our children and grandchildren }re{following in the same path as Abraham and 88 all /0Ly
Jews Toughout the generation’ Because they haue all Shareg the Jewish goals of making 41.\;4,,3
this world a better place, that they all have understood that it is the Jewish tradition which

enables us t(‘> do this. The p%bl‘zls do not change, but the way they 7]

reee does |

May our children and grandchildren continue in the path of Torah and mitzvahs to fulfill
the meaning of Rosh Hashonna, which is that we must constantly change and be the same
at the same time, which is, of course, the purpose of Jewish learning. If we can no longer
learn Jewish texts, then we know that we are not living a life in which change and
repetition intertwine. May we all have a Shana Tova, a good year, which allows us to bt~
came closer terthe day when all of Abraham’s goals will be achieved, and the Mashiach
will come quickly in our day. Amen.
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